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                      INFORMATION AND CONSENT FORM 
Commented Walks in the Public Space 
– Residents, Workers and Other Users – 

 
“Rethinking the Development of the City-Port Interface in Montreal:  

the territory of Assomption-Sud—Longue-Pointe” 
 

You are invited to participate in a commented walk. Before agreeing to participate in the research, it is important to take the time 
to read and understand the information below. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us before making your 
decision. 

 

DESCRIPTION and OBJECTIVES OF THE METHOD: 
The objective of the commented walks is to report on the experience of residents and workers as pedestrians in their daily living 
environment, in order to add a qualitative layer to the quantitative analyses that were carried out in a previous stage of this 
research. This data collection phase will run from mid-June to mid-October 2022. 

Four (4) themes will be discussed by the interviewer throughout the commented walks:  

● Assessment of the level of comfort and safety in the public space;  
● The benefits and nuisances perceived during the walk; 
● Mobility practices, and tactics used to mitigate the perceived nuisances; 
● Recommendations to improve the walking experience and general appreciation of the area.  

In order to also document the sound dimension of the experience, a research collaboration has been established between the 
Observatory of urban living environments (Observatoire des milieux de vie urbains; OMV) of the École des sciences de la gestion 
(ESG) – UQAM, and Sounds in the City of the School of Information Sciences – McGill University, to measure and record ambient 
sounds. A research assistant of Sounds in the City will follow the same walking path, keeping a distance from the participant and 
the OMV assistants so as not to pick up the content of the conversation.  

CONTEXT and OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT: 
The research component associated with the commented walks is part of a larger project, which aims to study collaborative urban 
planning processes, as well as the urban design and shaping of interfaces between industrial-port activities and residential 
environments. The core topic of this research project is the management of issues related to urban coexistence. 

The project aims to support the City of Montreal and other stakeholders in the co-construction of knowledge regarding the 
planning of Assomption-Sud–Longue-Pointe (ASLP), located in the Eastern Montreal. As part of this research project, the OMV is 
particularly interested in the conditions of coexistence between uses and users, namely the design of interfaces between industrial 
sites, public properties and residential environments. 

The project has four (4) main objectives; the commented walks particularly target objectives 2) and 3):  

1) Documenting the processes for implementing projects promoting a better coexistence between uses, and better urban 
integration of industrial-port activities;  

2) Identifying new design opportunities for interfaces that considers the practices of residents, workers and other users;  
3) Analyzing and understanding the views of users and stakeholders concerning the urban transformations in the area;  
4) Co-constructing and experimenting with co-creation, decision-making, and project monitoring tools that contribute to 

an integrated approach to urban design. 

PROJECT STRUCTURE and FUNDING: 
This independent research is funded by major Canadian research funding agencies. The OMV’s research component is funded by 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) through the Partnership Development Grant (890-2020-
0022; 2021-2024). The Sounds in the City’s research component is funded by the federal agency Mitacs through the Mitacs 
Accelerate program (IT23347; 2022). 

To obtain this funding and to enable the OMV team to consolidate essential contacts for carrying out the research project, 
partnerships have been formalized with six (6) organizations that contribute financially or in-kind by sharing their expertise and 
offering access to their networks: the City of Montreal through the Service de développement économique (SDÉ) — as the Main 
Partner for OMV et Sounds in the City; the Direction de l’aménagement urbain et des services aux entreprises (DAUSE) of the 
Borough of Mercier–Hochelaga-Maisonneuve; the Logistics and Transportation Metropolitan Cluster of Montreal, CargoM; the 
Conseil régional de l’environnement (CRE) of Montreal; the Institut du Nouveau Monde (INM); and Mercier-Ouest Quartier en 
santé (MOQS) – a non-profit organization. 

  

https://omv.esg.uqam.ca/
https://www.sounds-in-the-city.org/en/overview/
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COMPLETE IDENTIFICATION: 

Researcher Director 
Priscilla Ananian 
Professor-Researcher ESG-UQAM 
Director of the Observatoire des milieux de vie urbains (OMV) 

Co-Researchers 
Richard Morin, Professor-researcher ESG-UQAM 
Sophie Paquin, Professor-researcher ESG-UQAM 
François Racine, Professor-researcher ESG-UQAM 

Research Assistants of OMV — UQAM 
Ariane Perras, Adriana Huerta Núñez, Maude Le Brun,  
Olivier Lambert, André Philippe St-Arnaud, Ayoub Khalfaoui 

Research team of  
Sounds in the City — McGill 

Catherine Guastavino, Professor -McGill 
Researcher Edda Bild, Post-doctoral fellow and McGill Research Assistant 
https://www.sounds-in-the-city.org/en/overview  

Department and Home Institution 

Observatoire des milieux de vie urbains (OMV) 
Département d’études urbaines et touristiques (DEUT) 
École des sciences de la gestion (ESG) 
Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) 

Postal address PO 
Box 8888, central branch -ville 
Montreal (Quebec) H3C 3P8 

Email addresses 
ananian.priscilla@uqam.ca  
omv@uqam.ca  

Website www.omv.esg.uqam.ca 

Telephone number 514.987.3000 ext. 1532 

PROCEDURE(S) or TASKS REQUESTED OF PARTICIPANTS: 
A commented walk consists of OMV researchers taking a walk through parts of ASLP with residents, workers and other users, 
while engaging in a recorded conversation on various topics. These topics include: the participants’ perceptions, their practices 
and the development opportunities they observe in their urban living environment.  

By participating, you agree to discuss your opinions, perceptions and experiences with regard to ASLP with the interviewer, 
while moving – on foot or using a light vehicle, depending on your mobility conditions – along one of the five (5) paths proposed 
by the research team. The chosen path may be adapted to allow exploring places you regularly visit or that are important to you, 
for example to include a route from your residence to a place you frequent or towards your workplace. Along the way, you will 
be able to make small detours to share spaces that are significant for you. You are also encouraged to make a few stops (about 5) 
along the path, to allow you to take the time to reflect on your feelings, your experience, and your recommendations for 
improvements. The exact path taken will be continuously mapped by the research team using a private-use GPS application. 

Please note that while we encourage you to comment on informal paths on the way, we must remain on public property or on 
publicly accessible land at all times so we will avoid walking on private properties. 

Your participation will take in between 60 and 90 minutes, depending on the path and the number of stops you take. During the 
walk, our conversation will be recorded (audio), while an OMV assistant may take photos or videos of the walk, corresponding to 
your observations. The recording will be transcribed for further internal analysis. 

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION and RIGHT OF WITHDRAWAL: 
Your participation in the commented walks is voluntary, free and informed. This means that you agree to participate in the project 
without any constraint or external pressure. You are free to terminate your participation at any time during the session or the 
research project, without having to justify your decision. In this case, unless we have your explicit consent to the contrary, the 
documents concerning you – including any data collected, will be destroyed, except for this initial information and consent form 
and the confirmation concerning your withdrawal. However, to the extent that certain information may have previously been 
published, printed and copied by third parties, it will then not be possible to ensure its complete and total deletion.  

ANONYMITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY: 
All the information collected during the commented walks is confidential. However, because this method is held in public spaces, 
it is possible that your presence with three members of the OMV and Sounds in the City teams will be noticed by passers-by and 
other users. As a resident, worker, or other user of ASLP, you could be seen and recognized by people you know during the 
commented walk.  

The photographs, videos and soundscape recordings collected during the commented walk provide a documentation of the urban 
environment contextualizing your comments in this regard. Unless you have clearly authorized it, no images of you will be 
captured or published; if such a photo or video is taken by mistake by the team, it will be deleted without delay. No images 
allowing the identification of individuals will be published without their consent. 

The data collected by the research team will be treated anonymously and confidentially, assigning you an alphanumeric 
identification code. All publication of results will be made in an aggregated manner or using a pseudonym, without direct or 
implied reference to data allowing your identification. Given that you will provide input on the path taken and it might include 

https://www.sounds-in-the-city.org/en/overview
mailto:ananian.priscilla@uqam.ca
mailto:omv@uqam.ca
http://www.omv.esg.uqam.ca/
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identifiable information, like  your place of residence, workplace, or spaces you frequent, the cartographic data and your answers 
will be treated with special concern in order to keep them secure. Your consent form, information about you and anonymized 
data will be stored securely on our protected servers and accessible only by members of the research team. All these documents 
and data will be kept for a period of five (5) years. 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS and RISKS: 
Your participation in this research will contribute to the advancement of knowledge for a better understanding of the issues, 
methods and strategies concerning the coexistence of uses and users between industrial-port activities and urban living 
environments. By participating in the commented walks, you will contribute to reflections on planning practices and management 
strategies that address diverse coexistence issues. The results of this research could lead to an active integration of your insights 
by other stakeholders during future urban planning in the area, and while conducting their professional activities. This can 
promote more harmonious coexistence conditions in ASLP, in addition to encouraging a collaborative environment beneficial to 
the co-construction of concrete solutions and development projects that better address your needs.  

As the method is carried out in the public space, the risks inherent in walking in the city apply. In this regard, participants must 
remain vigilant towards vehicles and other users on the move and comply as much as possible with street signs and regulations 
in force. If alternate routes are taken, additional vigilance must be maintained to avoid injury. However, no risk or major 
inconvenience is foreseen concerning your participation in the commented walks.  

FINANCIAL or OTHER COMPENSATION: 
Since the main objective of the research is to improve the living conditions in an area that you frequent or inhabit as a resident, 
worker or visitor, no financial or other compensation will be provided for your participation. 

LIABILITY CLAUSE: 
By agreeing to participate in this project, the participant does not waive any of their rights or release the researchers, the sponsor 
or the institutions involved from their legal and professional obligations. 

FURTHER RESEARCH: 
At the end of this project, we would like to keep the data collected for a period of five (5) years to conduct other research projects. 
The ethics codes of this project apply to this long-term conservation of your data. You are free to accept of refuse this secondary 
use. 

☐  I accept ☐  I refuse for my data to be used for subsequent research projects. 

THANKS: 
Your contribution is essential to the success of our project, and we would like to thank you for it. If you wish to be added to our 
mailing lists in order to obtain a summary of the main results of this research and/or to receive the OMV newsletter, you can enter 
your email address below. You can unsubscribe from our mailing lists at any time. 

☐  Yes, I would like to be added to the OMV mailing lists regarding this research. 

 Email: _________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT OR YOUR RIGHTS? 
For additional questions about the project, your participation and your rights as a research participant, or to withdraw from the 
project, you may contact: 
 

Priscilla Ananian, Professor-Researcher 
Director of the Observatoire des milieux de vie urbains (OMV) 
Département d’études urbaines et touristiques (DEUT) 
Telephone number: 514.987.3000 ext. 1532 
E-mail address: ananian.priscilla@uqam.ca 
Website: www.omv.esg.uqam.ca 

UQAM’s Ombudsman 
Pavillon Maisonneuve 
405, boulevard de Maisonneuve Est, 2nd floor 
Telephone number: 514.987.3151 
E-mail address: ombudsman@uqam.ca 
Website: www.ombudsman.uqam.ca 

The Comité institutionnel d’éthique de la recherche avec des êtres humains (CIEREH) of UQAM has approved this research 
project (certificate no. 5014_e_2021). For information concerning the responsibilities of the research team on issues ethics of 
research involving human beings, or to formulate a complaint, you can contact the Presidency of the Committee:    

CIEREH 
Website: www.ciereh.uqam.ca 
Telephone number: 514.987.3000 ext. 7753 
E-mail address: ciereh@uqam.ca 

  

http://www.omv.esg.uqam.ca/
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COMMITMENT OF THE RESEARCH DIRECTOR OR HIS/HER DELEGATE: 
In consideration of your participation in the commented walk, the OMV and Sounds in the City research team declares and confirm 
that: 

a) We have given the participant a copy of the information and consent form. 
b) We have explained the purpose, nature, advantages, risks of the project and the other provisions of this form. 
c) We have answered the participants’ questions to the best of my knowledge and remain available throughout the 

research to answer additional questions. 
d) We commit to respect our ethical responsibilities. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE OF PARTICIPANT: 
Hereby: 

a) I acknowledge having read this information and consent form. 
b) I voluntarily agree to participate in this research project. 
c) I understand the objectives of the project and what my participation entails. 
d) I confirm that I have had sufficient time to reflect on my decision to participate. 
e) I acknowledge that the project director or his/her delegate answered my questions satisfactorily. 
f) I understand that my participation in this research is completely voluntary and that I can end it at any time, without 

penalty of any form or justification. 
g) I understand that information already published or reproduced by third parties at the time of my withdrawal may not 

necessarily be completely and fully deleted by the research team. 

Signature:  

Name in block letters:   

Date:   

 

 

 

 


